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THE -"OCTUBRE" PRIZES 
DURING THE "OCTUBRE" PRIZES ANY FOREIGNER 
ATTENTIVE TO THE PULSE OF THE PAÍS VALENCIA CAN 
SEE THE VITALITY OUR LANGUAGE AND CULTURE STILL 
HAVE IN SPITE OF ALL THE OBSTACLES. 
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ctober is without doubt the Va- 
lencians' month. And this isn't • just because of the National Holi- 
day of the País Valencia, which we cele- 
brate on the ninth in memory of the day 
King James 1 triumphantly entered the 
city of Valencia in 1238, which represen- 
ted the incorporation of this land to the 
Christian and European sphere of the 
time, but more than anything because of 
the presentation of the "Octubre" prizes 
for Catalan literature, awarded each year 
in Valencia by the prestigious publishers 
Editorial 3i4. 
1 don't mean to say that the Valencians 
don't celebrate in style the day our ances- 
tors from the north took possession of the 
city that was to become the capital of the 
Kingdom of Valencia. We do so with a 
series of more or less official events. But 
it's during the "Octubre" prizes that any 
foreigner attentive to the pulse of the Pa- 
ís Valencia can see the vitality our lan- 
guage and culture still have in spite of al1 
the obstacles. 
If 1 use the word "during" it's because the 
annual contest we're discussing here 
isn't reduced to just the typical dinner to 
award the prizes -a beautiful, stylized 
sculpture by Andreu Alfaro-; on the con- 
*X#.' 'C .  % 
, * y~.-" 
trary, the events take up a whole week 
filled with activities at which our cultural 
production is exhibited in a brilliant and 
orderly fashion. 
What's more, this year the contest coin- 
cides with the first quarter-century of 
existence of the publishers who organise 
the award, now in its twenty-second edi- 
tion. And Eliseu Climent, a man who is 
much more than just a publisher, has 
managed to bring together around the 
prizes the best our people have to offer. 
More specifically, the contest has been 
devoted to the great poet, recently deceas- 
ed, Vicent Andrés i Estellés, a man who, 
as well as a poet, has played an important 
part in our social and civil life. But there 
has also been a homage to one of our 
intellectuals and scholars of most univer- 
sal renown: Miquel Batllori. 
The "Octubre" prizes have a predecessor 
in the Premi d'Assaig Joan Fuster which 
E.Thrrega and F.Jordan organised in 
1972. The following year 3i4 took 
charge of the contest, the funds and the 
publication of the prize-winning works. 
From then on and thanks to the stimulus 
the appeal has provided, our culture has 
flourished and become consolidated in a 
series of works and authors who have 
contributed to the splendour of a lang- 
uage and a culture which not a few peo- 
ple would like to see reduced to -at 
most- the strictly private and domestic 
realm. This isn't the place for a list of 
names of al1 the writers who have won 
or been runners-up for the three prizes 
annually awarded by the publishers: the 
Joan Fuster Essay Prize, the Andrb- 
mina Prize for Fiction and the Vicent 
Andrés Estellés Prize for poetry. The list 
would be too long but you can be sure 
that it includes many of our best writers. 
1 said earlier that the "Octubre" contest is 
rather more than a literary dinner. For 
some years the Fundació Ausihs March 
has organised a series of congresses, ex- 
hibitions and cultural activities with the 
intention of making it a forum for en- 
counter and debate on different aspects 
of our cultural and literary life. During 
this year's edition a "IV Writers' En- 
counter" was held which attracted a 
number of men of letters from al1 over 
the Paisos Catalans to weigh up the last 
25 years of production in the field of po- 
etry, fiction, literary criticism, the theatre 
and linguistics. The encounter was also 
attended by more than 400 young writers 
and other people interested in literature, 
who came to Valencia with grants from 
different institutions and local authori- 
ties. Many of our most important critics, 
authors and scholars have expressed 
their opinions at the encounters. 
There was also the 111 International 
Meeting of the Catalan Department and 
International Catalan Affairs Associa- 
tions to jointly examine current lines of 
university investigation into Catalan lang- 
uage and literature at al1 the universities 
of the world offering classes in our lang- 
uage. A total of 31 university depart- 
ments (from al1 the universities of the 
Paisos Catalans, including Perpinyh, as 
well as in Germany, the United King- 
dom, Russia, Hungary, Italy, France, 
Finland, Sweden, Australia, Canada, 
Madrid, Granada and Santiago de 
Compostela) and six international Cata- 
lan affairs associations (The Anglo-Cata- 
lan Society, the Associació Internacional 
de Llengua i Literatura Catalanes, the 
Association Francaise des Catalanistes, 
the Deutsch-Katalanische Gesellschaft, 
the North-American Catalan Society and 
the Associazione Italiana di Studi Cata- 
lani) got together to study and debate 
everything from lines of research into 
Catalan language, literature and linguis- 
tics to subvention policies or the particu- 
lar outlook for university publications. 
The "11 Media Congress" also took pla- 
ce, with the presence and participation of 
Catalan journalists from the country and 
abroad. In particular, this year's Con- 
gress centered on an analysis of the con- 
sequences and repercussions of the pro- 
cess of concentration of the mass media 
in Europe. 
But perhaps the most emblematic event 
at the "Octubre" prizes this year was the 
"Ramon Llull International Sympo- 
sium", which formed part of the homage 
to Miquel Batllori, a writer who devoted 
a large part of his research to Llull's 
work. The symposium closed with the 
presentation of the volume on Ramon 
Llull from Miquel Batllori's Obra Com- 
pleta, being published by 3i4. 
The "Octubre" week also included other 
cultural events such as talks by the writer 
Manuel Vázquez Montalbán, the socio- 
linguist Lluís Aracil or the architect San- 
tiago Calatrava. The contest opened with 
a magnificent and well-attended concert 
of Baroque and Renaissance music by 
the Capella Reial de Catalunya conduc- 
ted by Jordi Savall, and there was a series 
of events amongst which it is particularly 
worth mentioning the "Spoken concert 
with texts by Vicent Andrés Estellés", 
Ovidi Montllor's recital of Joan Fuster's 
"Ofici de difunts", Lluís Llach's show 
"Un pont de mar blava", theatrical per- 
formance~, film screenings and many 
more events which have helped make the 
city of Valencia more and more a centre 
of irradiation of the culture we al1 share. 
And finally, the "Octubre" dinner: the 
most emblematic of al1 the events, a bri- 
lliant close to a splendid week. There are 
no restaurants in Valencia with room for 
the almost 1,500 people the organisers 
were expecting, so they decided to get 
one of the pavilions of the International 
Trade Fair ready. And even so, like every 
year, they fe11 short. This isn't the mo- 
ment either for a list of the people who 
were there, not only from our own lin- 
guistic area, but from outside the state 
borders. One thing, though: everybody 
was speaking Catalan. Amongst the most 
memorable speeches was that made by 
the Head of Government of Andorra, Os- 
car Ribas, who offered publicly to pre- 
sent the demands for our language to in- 
ternational organisations such as the 
UNO. Amongst the public, though, we 
mustn't forget the three star women who 
caught the attention of not a few guests 
and journalists: the Minister of Culture 
Carmen Alborch, the actress Núria Es- 
pert -who recited some poems by Vicent 
Andrés Estellés as only she knows how- 
and the singer Maria del Mar Bonet, who 
offered some of her most significant 
numbers. 
And this year's prize-winners: the 
Andrbmina for Fiction went to the Valen- 
cian Rafael Escobar with L'últim rnuetzí, 
a historical novel about the expulsion of 
the Moors; the Joan Fuster for Criticism 
to Anna Papiol for her work La mirada 
de Narcís, a critica1 exploration of self- 
complacency in art, while Vicent Col1 
took the Vicent Andrés Estellés for 
Poetry with his book of poetic prose 
Ronda de solituds. 
Don't forget: October is the month to 
visit Valencia. 
